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The Putnam County Community Foundation is a 501 (c) 3 nonprofit public  
charity established in 1985 to administer endowments in perpetuity, 
award grants, and provide leadership, enriching the quality of life and  
strengthening community in Putnam County, Indiana. The Community  
Foundation administers more than 340 funds and endowments support-
ing a variety of charitable activities and has awarded more than $19 million  
dollars in grants and scholarships since inception.

The Putnam County Community Foundation partners with those who give 
to enrich the quality of life and strengthen community for this and future  
generations. 

The Foundation’s total endowment, valued at more than $43.5  
million, is a family of charitable funds established by donors. The  
endowment is permanent; granting dollars are produced by earnings and  
market growth. We are good stewards of our endowment; we keep our 
fees as low as possible and receive professional investment advice from  
Mason Investment Advisory Services. As a result, our investment returns are  
higher than average for an endowment of our size. 

Putnam County Community Foundation
2 South Jackson Street
Greencastle, IN 46135
765.653.4978
www.pcfoundation.org

History

Mission Statement

Financial Accountability

Contact Us

Julie Thompson, Financial Services Officer; Jenny Neureiter, Office 
Manager; Neysa Meyer, Executive Director; Sarah Stone, Communications 
Director; Dean Gambill, Community Development Director

Sign Up 

Email sstone@pcfoundation.org to receive the Putnam County  
Community Foundation newsletter..

Certified as meeting national ethical and operational standards 
for US community foundations.

Staff Members

Follow Us



Dear Foundation Family, 

For nearly 37 years, the Putnam County Community Foundation has had the  
privilege to work alongside our donors, board members, volunteers, and community 
partners to build a great community for this and future generations.

Although many look back at 2021 and note the things they couldn’t do, here at the 
Community Foundation, we look back at the last year and see philanthropy at work 
in our communities. 

Last year, we worked with 15 donors to establish new funds aligned with their  
philanthropic ambitions. We are proud to assist individuals, families, and  
businesses fulfill their charitable goals by establishing endowed funds with the  
Community Foundation.

A LETTER FROM LEADERSHIP

Your Community Foundation worked to address many of the issues currently facing our communities. We awarded 43 grants, totaling more than 
$200,000, to our nonprofit and charitable initiatives working directly to provide vital services our community members need. 

In addition, we awarded scholarships to 51 local students who are furthering their education and pursuing their dreams. The Community Foundation 
is proud to administer over 65 scholarship programs. Each scholarship was established by an individual, family, or organization with a desire to assist 
high school students and adult learners continue their education.

We utilized the Putnam County Relief Fund to respond to the emerging and long-term needs created by COVID-19 and quickly deploy resources to 
local nonprofits, agencies, and charitable entities as they identified funding needs to service those directly impacted. The Relief Fund awarded 15 
grants to our community partners in 2021. 

The Community Foundation awarded its largest ever single grant to the Greencastle/Putnam County YMCA in December. As we continue our work 
to enrich the quality of life and strengthen community, this grant will do both for Putnam County. The YMCA will bring additional programming for 
youth, fitness opportunities, athletic facilities, and new community spaces for our community members and nonprofits.

As we continued to see issues arise in workforce development, the Community Foundation partnered with the Ivy Tech Foundation to meet those 
needs with a $100,000 grant. The grant will be disbursed to specific areas identified to benefit the Ivy Tech Greencastle campus and our local students 
furthering their education here in Putnam County. 

We are so thankful for you, because it’s your support that makes the stories highlighted in our 2021 Annual Report possible. We are honored to be 
your philanthropic partner, and together, we are building a better tomorrow.
 
												            Best,
												            Jeffrey McCall & Neysa Meyer
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The Putnam County Public Library created a way for children to enjoy reading, and the outdoors at the same time, through the Putnam County  
StoryWalk Project in 2021. As walkers stroll down the outdoor path, they can read laminated pages from a children’s book placed in metal displays 
along the trail. 
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The Putnam County Community Foundation remained committed to serving our 
communities and awarded more than $1.4 million in grants and scholarships in 
2021. Scan the QR code to view a full list of grant and scholarship recipients. 

JUNE 2022

29 30

1 2 3

Share the Dream  
Begins

Juneteenth 

Father’s Day
PCCF Annual  

Business Meeting



A furry, four-legged friend provides comfort and support to the students at Ridpath Primary School in Greencastle through grant funding from the 
Putnam County Community Foundation. Dory joins school counselor Megan Ward for classroom lessons and individual sessions, creating more 
positive interactions with the students.



We are forever grateful for the generous donors whose gifts to the Putnam  
County Community Foundation continue to make a difference in Putnam County 
every day. Scan the QR code to view the list of donors who supported the 
Community Foundation in 2021.
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Oakalla Covered Bridge 
Photo courtesy of Larry Hayes

In 2021, the Clinton Township Volunteer Rescue and Fire Department worked to better support Clinton Township and the surrounding areas. With 
grant funding, they were able to ensure their apparatuses were equipped with automated external defibrillator (AED) machines.



AUGUST 2022

More than 8,000 donors have supported the Putnam County Community Foundation 
through gifts to causes near and dear to their hearts since 1985. We are especially 
grateful for the donors who have donated more than $5,000 collectively since incep-
tion. Scan the QR code to see the 2021 Cumulative Donor Honor Roll. 
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Elijah Cowgill paintings are a significant piece of Putnam County’s history. With support from the Putnam County Community Foundation, the Putnam 
County Historical Museum secured the funding necessary to restore these historic paintings from the late 1800s. 



SEPTEMBER 2022

Throughout 2021, the Putnam County Community Foundation continued to utilize 
the Putnam County Relief Fund in order to meet the emerging and long-term needs 
created by COVID-19. Since March 2020, the Relief Fund disbursed more than 
$168,000 to local nonprofits and other charitable initiatives who provided services 
to those directly impacted. Scan the QR code to learn more about the impact of the 
Relief Fund on our communities.
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In 2021, the Greencastle Arts Council partnered with the local middle school students to create artwork representing Putnam County during the 
annual “We ART Putnam County” Banner Campaign. With support from the Putnam County Community Foundation, the Council was able to display 
the artwork of four local youth on banners around the Greencastle square. 



OCTOBER 2022

Board members who serve for a minimum of six years and demonstrate service beyond 
the call of duty may be recognized as Honorary Board Members. They are given this 
distinction by other board members in appreciation of their exemplary service to the 
Community Foundation. Scan the QR code to read about our newest Honorary Board 
Members, Jeff Blaydes, Mike Goss, and Alan Zerkel.
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Many of our first responders are now equipped with Wag’N O2 Fur Life® Kits, thanks to the Putnam County 4-H Dog Club. The Putnam County 
Community Foundation Youth Philanthropy Committee provided vital grant funding to provide another tool to make sure pets are safe during a fire. 
The 4-H Dog Club provided 43 kits to agencies in Putnam and Owen Counties with the support of the Community Foundation and other generous 
community partners.



NOVEMBER 2022

Our 2021-22 Lilly Scholar, Catherine Hodge, won’t travel far from home as she 
begins studying engineering at Rose Hulman University this fall. Scan the QR 
code to read more about Catherine and her array of accolades.
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In 2021, Putnam County Hospital partnered with Putnam County Purdue Extension to develop a free Food Rx program. Through this program,  
community members can achieve wellness and weight management by discovering new ways to eat, cook, and sample healthy recipes. 



DECEMBER 2022

The Legacy Society honors the philanthropic spirit of individuals who have named 
the Putnam County Community Foundation as a beneficiary of their estate plans. 
Scan the QR code to see a list of our community members leaving a legacy here in 
Putnam County.
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The Putnam County Community Foundation partnered with the New Maysville Cemetery in 2021 to provide the funding required to restore the 
grounds after being vandalized. 



JANUARY 2023

In 2021, 15 new funds were established at the Putnam County Community 
Foundation. These funds, all unique in purpose, will enrich life and strengthen 
community here in Putnam County for years to come. Scan the QR code to view 
a full list of new funds.
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In 2021, the South Putnam Youth League saw record growth, although families continued to be impacted by COVID-19. The League partnered with 
the Putnam County Community Foundation to purchase the football equipment necessary to accommodate additional children participating in youth 
programs.



FEBRUARY 2023

The Youth Philanthropy Committee, composed of 13 high school students  
representing the four county school systems, continues to partner with youth 
across the county to bring their philanthropic goals to life. Learn more about the 
Youth Philanthropy Committee, and their impact in our community, by scanning 
the QR code.
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The Putnam County Community Foundation partnered with the Putnam County Coalition for Education and Creative Arts (The Castle) to support 
the “North Putnam” film project in 2021. The film aims to create widespread awareness for Putnam County while depicting a year in the life of a rural 
Indiana community. 



In December 2021, the Putnam County Community Foundation Board of Directors 
announced the largest grant in the Community Foundation’s history to the  
Greencastle/Putnam County YMCA. The $500,000 grant was awarded to lay the 
groundwork for the YMCA’s ongoing fundraising campaign. Scan the QR code to 
read more about this historical grant. 
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The Roachdale-Franklin Township Public Library received grant funding from the Putnam County Community Foundation to update its financial 
software, allowing the library to focus on improving literacy, providing books for recreational and educational purposes, and promoting lifelong 
learning.



APRIL 2023

“That’s the beauty of a philanthropist; anyone can be one and make a difference,” said 
Cyrus Gurnon, 2021 Darrell Wiatt Family Philanthropy Essay Contest Winner, who wrote 
about Dr. Sharon Crary, a professor at DePauw University and founder of Social Promise. 
Read more about Cyrus and his award-winning essay by scanning the QR code.
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In 2021, the Putnam County Community Foundation awarded a multi-year grant to Ivy Tech for their Investing IN Ivy Tech Greencastle initiative to 
ensure our local students have access to higher education opportunities here in Putnam County. 



MAY 2023

The Corinthian Society recognizes those that have donated to the Putnam County 
Community Foundation for 25 consecutive years. Scan the QR code to view a full 
list of Society members.
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TOP FIVE REASONSTOP FIVE REASONS TO SUPPORT THE 
PUTNAM COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Experience. For nearly thirty-seven years, the Putnam County Community Foundation has been dedi-
cated to helping businesses, charities, and organizations enrich the quality of life and strengthen the communi-
ty in Putnam County. Our staff members are knowledgeable and passionate about supporting local communi-
ties through philanthropy.

Personalized Philanthropy. Each of the funds at the Community Foundation represents the 
values and dreams of a special person, business, or organization wanting to leave our community a better 
place. We will discuss your philanthropic interests and goals and will help you determine the best way to  
accomplish those goals.

Local Commitment. The Community Foundation is governed by a volunteer board of elected and 
appointed members who are representative of the county and recognized for their involvement in civic affairs. 
Each board member gives generously of their time, talent, and treasure to further the mission of the  
Community Foundation and support the future of Putnam County communities.

Immediate and Long-Term Impact. We are committed to the stewardship of assets, 
ensuring that the charitable goals of donors are met now and for generations to come. We are good stewards 
of our endowment and receive professional investment guidance. As a result, our investment returns are higher 
than average for an endowment of our size.

Promote the Future of Philanthropy. The Youth Philanthropy initiative hopes to  
cultivate young philanthropists who will follow the learned traditions of giving and serving their community 
throughout their lives. Through grantmaking for youth philanthropic projects in Putnam County, committee 
members learn the impact of philanthropy.
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Philanthropic Development Committee
Jim Jackson (Chair), Jane Huge (Vice Chair), Keith Berry, Brad Tucker, 
LaToshia Everson, Emily Knuth, Laura Monnett, Ami Pennington,  
Andrew Ranck, Becky Samsel, Mary Beth Kaiser, Paul Jedele

Governance & Nominations Committee
Marianne Savage (Chair), Jim Ensley, Phil Gick, Susan Gick, Mike Goss
Jennifer Jackson, Mitch Proctor, Vivian Whitaker

Grant Selection Committee
Jeff Blaydes (Chair), Dakota Everts (Vice Chair), Jane Alcorn,  
Jeff Boggess, Liz Cheatham, Allison Creekmore-Long, Linda Gjesvold
Carolyn Mann, Jenna Nees, Marianne Savage, Debbi Steffy,  
Beth Waterman, Ben Wilkerson

Finance Committee
Kyle Beasley (Chair), Jeffrey Kiger (Vice Chair), Scott Bieniek,  
Mary Gould, Ken Heeke, Greg Linton, Cynthia Mattox

Scholarship and Educational Attainment Committee
Alan Zerkel (Chair), Kate Knaul (Vice Chair), Narda Cotton, Jackie Eitel,    
Jenna Lanham, Brad McClure, Dave Murray, Janet O’Hair, Jeff Raab, 
Tony Tillman, Dianna Whitlock

Lilly Selection Committee
Kate Knaul (Chair), Jane Alcorn, Mary Gould, Troyanna Jefferson,  
Jenna Lanham, Travis Linnweber, Brad McClure, Maureen Wagner,  
Debbie Winger

Youth Philanthropy Committee
Liz Cheatham (Board Chair), Jane Huge, David Knott, Vivian Whitaker, 
Jacob Beadles, Aubree Branigan, Corey Branigan, Grace Elmore, 
Alaina Fritz, Elijah Hardwick, Brock Heavin, Isaac Hertenstein,  
Caroline Hodge, Catherine Hodge, Paige Kaiser, Maximus Kaufman, 
Madelyn Landry, Gabbrielle Simonson, Jayden Simpson, Evan Steffy, 
Ruby Sullivan, Grace Timm   

2021COMMITTEES

Alan Zerkel 
Secretary

Liz Cheatham Mike Goss Jeff Kiger 

Kate Knaul

Jeff McCall
President

Kyle Beasley 
Treasurer

Mary Gould Jane HugeJennifer Jackson

Jim Jackson

2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Anthony Tillman

Jeff BlaydesMarianne Savage
Vice President

Dakota Everts Greg Linton Brad McClure



2021 FINANCIAL 
REPORT

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION ON DECEMBER 31, 2021 
ASSETS
Cash and Cash equivalents 					       $1,018,069
Pledges and Other Receivables 				     	        ($50.44)
Prepaid Expenses 						             $15,554
Investment (Fair Market Value) 					      $41,805,701
Property and Equipment, Net 					           $411,356
Property Held for Sale 						                $2,720
Beneficial Interest in Charitable Remainder Trusts 			         $120,033
Beneficial Interest in Life Insurance 				          $170,534
Total Assets 						                  $43,543,917

LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable 						                $7,550
Grants Payable                                 				          $250,000
Accrued Wages                                				            $30,911
Gift Annuities Payable                                				           $30,464
Long-Term Debt                                				            $94,025
Total Liabilities 							          $412,950

NET ASSETS                                    				    $43,130,967

As of December 31, 2021
Number of active funds 							       341
Number of donors served in 2021 					     797

Since Inception in 1985
Cumulative contributions 				             $38,284,147.58
Cumulative grants & scholarships 				            $19,169,541.14
Cumulative number of donors served 				                 8002	
		

The Putnam County Community Foundation is certified as meeting ethical and operational standards at both state and national levels, and obtains an external  
audit every year. Copies of the audit report are available upon request and online at www.pcfoundation.org.  

FINANCIAL ACTIVITY DURING THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2021		
SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Contributions, pledges, sponsorships, grants                    		        $905,381
Investment Returns                                				       $6,927,937
Building and other income                            			             $1,533
CRT and gift annuity change in value                        		             ($174)
Total Support and Revenue 					       $7,834,677

EXPENSES
Grants, scholarships, projects (paid)                        			     $1,412,259
Program related expenses                           			         $276,548
Administrative expenses                            				         $262,638
Fundraising expenses                                				          $110,197
Investment fees                                				          $136,586
Total Expenses                                				      $2,198,228	
	

BEGINNING OF THE YEAR TOTAL ASSETS:         	              $37,657,249 
END OF THE YEAR TOTAL ASSETS:	                                         $43,543,917



WAYS TO 
GIVE

Every day the Putnam County Community Foundation helps people turn their philanthropic goals into reality.  The 
Community Foundation helps donors make a difference in our communities both now and in the future.  Flexible 
options, tax-advantaged strategies, and sophisticated gift instruments allow seasoned philanthropists and new donors 
alike to create positive and lasting impact.  

In-depth knowledge of the local community, philanthropic information, and accessible support are just a few of the 
professional services you receive when you give through the Community Foundation. You may choose to stay involved 
as a fund advisor or tell us your unique vision and leave the grantmaking to us. 

Gift Options 
Cash. Options include cash, checks, money orders, and 
secure credit card donations through our website.  Automatic 
withdrawal and wire transfers can also be arranged.  

Stocks, Bonds, and Mutual Funds. When held for one 
year or more, a charitable deduction is provided for the full 
market value of the donated asset, even if you bought it for 
less, and helps reduce capital gains tax.  

Retirement Accounts. Name the Community Foundation 
as full, partial or contingent beneficiary of your retirement 
assets and keep those assets working in our community. 
During your lifetime, giving your IRA’s required minimum 
distribution (RMD) helps reduce taxable income.  
 
Life Insurance. Name the Community Foundation as a 
full, partial, or contingent beneficiary or transfer ownership 
and receive an immediate tax deduction for the policy’s cash 
value. Any future premiums paid would also qualify for a 
deduction.  

Real Estate. Turn a home, business, or land into a 
charitable gift outright, or set up a trust that will convert 
the property into a gift that provides you with income, a tax 
deduction, and avoidance of capital gains taxes.  

Gifts through a will or trust. Support your favorite 
charity through the Community Foundation in the future after 
your debts and obligations are fulfilled and you no longer 
have a need for your assets.  

Gifts of Grain. By giving grain to the Community 
Foundation, you avoid including the sale of the grain in your 
farm income. Gifts of grain can be easily made at the same 
time you are selling grain at your local grain elevator. 

Corporate Matches. Ask your employer if they match 
donations to charities.  It may be possible to double the 
impact of your contributions.  

Charitable Gift Annuities. Giving through an annuity 
allows you to arrange a generous gift, while providing a new 
income source you can count on for the rest of your life. 

Types of Funds 
Named Funds for the Common Good (Unrestricted 
Endowments):  Benefit from the expertise of staff, diverse 
members of the community, and our Board of Directors to 
deploy grant funding where it can best meet current needs and 
aspirations in Putnam County.   

Field-of-Interest Endowments:  You decide the fund’s 
focus area, and the Community Foundation awards grants to 
high-performing organizations and programs in your selected 
field.   

Endowments for Nonprofits, Churches and Units of 
Government:  Created with a nonprofit’s own assets, these 
endowments can sustain programs, save for a major project, 
or provide the organization with a safety net.  

Designated Endowments:  Provide a reliable annual 
income stream to one or more of your favorite charitable 
organizations or programs forever.  

Donor-Advised Endowments:  An excellent, lower-cost, 
hassle-free alternative to a private foundation.  Support multiple 
organizations and programs throughout the year, with our staff 
helping to identify grant recipients, ensure their charitable 
status, and provide grantmaking and administrative support.   

Collaborative Endowments:  A group contributes to a 
single fund with grants recommended by the group or a repre-
sentative committee toward a common purpose or project. 

Fiscal Sponsorship Endowments:  Cemeteries and other 
groups or organizations that are not 501(c)3 public charities 
benefit from tax deductible donations through the Community 
Foundation.  The Community Foundation ensures that grants 
support charitable activities.

Scholarship Endowments: Financially support students 
who are selected in accordance with criteria designated by 
the donors such as high school, college, merit, need, or field 
of study.   Services are customized to suit your desired level of 
involvement.    

Named Funds for the Community Foundation:  
Support the Community Foundation’s programs and services in 
general or choose a particular program for support.  

Collective Giving
Not yet ready to create your own fund?  Donate any 
amount to any of the over 340 funds and endowments 
administered by the Community Foundation.  These 
funds were created by your friends, neighbors, and 
school mates from Putnam County and support all 
types of charitable organizations and purposes.  When 
joined with the donations of others, the impact of your 
gift is leveraged in a big way.  Consider honoring or 
memorializing a special person with your donation, and 
the Community Foundation will provide notice of your 
gift (without the amount) if you desire.  

Learn More
For information about establishing your own 
permanent named endowment, visit 
www.pcfoundation.org or contact the Community 
Foundation at 765.653.4978.
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